
Dear SCS Members: 

 
 As your new President, it gives me a great pleasure to communicate with you and update you on what is 
happening in our society. 
 
 I am happy to inform you that we are re-invigorating the SCS News Letter after it ceased to exist for the past 
several years. Our new VP Publication and the appointed Editors and Editorial Board of the SCS News Letter 
have worked very hard to make this a reality. We want to make sure that we have proper and up to date 
communication with our membership on a regular manner.  After all without you, the society would not have 
existed.  
 
Our recent election was held in June 2009 and the results were announced on June 23, 2009. This election has 
witnessed a large turn out with a record high of number of SCS members who cast their votes. This means 
that we have a solid membership base that cares about the Society and its future. In addition, the election 
process has recruited new SCS members, which means SCS has good products that are appealing not only to 
its present members, but also to new ones. 
 
The large number of votes cast is a reflection of the growing interest in modeling and simulation and in SCS as 
the leading professional society in this fascinating field.  
 
I would like to thank the past Board of Directors (BoD) and Executive Committee for leading the society 
successfully during a difficult time in its history. 
 
In its recent meeting in Istanbul, the newly elected Board of Directors (BoD) has approved my nominations 
for the new Executive Committee (Xcom) for the upcoming two years. We have distinguished SCS members 
on our new Xcom and here is a list of their names and e-mail addresses: 
 

1. President: Mohammad S. Obaidat, Monmouth University, USA; obaidat@monmouth.edu 
2. Immediate Past President: John (Drew) Hamilton Jr.,  Auburn University , USA; hamilton@auburn.edu 
3. Senior Vice President: Dave Cook, AEGIS, USA; DCook@aegistg.com 
4. VP for Publications: Tuncer Ören, University of Ottawa, Canada; oren.tuncer@gmail.com; 

oren.tuncer@sympatico.ca 
5. VP for Conferences: Hamid Vakilzadian; University of Nebraska-Lincoln; HVAKILZADIAN1@unl.edu 
6. VP for Membership: Jose L. (Sevi) Sevillano, University of Seville, Spain; sevi@atc.us.es 
7. VP for Education: Helena Szczerbicka, University of Hannover, Germany; hsz@sim.uni-hannover.de 
8. Treasurer: Jerry M. Couretas; Lockheed Martin, USA; jerry.m.couretas@lmco.com 
9. Secretary: Richard McDonald, RAM Laboratories Inc., USA; rmacd@ramlabs.com 
10. Executive Director, (Ex Officio) DJ Weed, SCS-San Diego, USA; djweed@scs.org 

 
Our elected distinguished members of the Board of Directors (BoD) have also distinguished credentials and 
many of them have a track record of outstanding sevices to the society. Below is a list of their name: 
 

1. Agostino Bruzzone; University of Genoa, Italy 
2. Ralph Huntsinger (Historian); California State University-Chico, USA (Not an elected position). 
3. Helen Karatza; Aristotle University, Greece 
4. Mike McGinnis; University of Nebraska, USA 
5. Robert McGraw, RAM Laboratories Inc., USA 
6. Tuncer Ören; University of Ottawa, Canada  
7. Helena Szczerbicka; University of Hannover, Germany 
8. William (Bill) V. Tucker; The Boeing Company, USA 
9. Bill Waite; AEGIS, USA  
10. Levent Yilmaz; Auburn University, USA 

 

On the conference front, we just had a very successful SummerSim 2009 that was co-located with SISO’s 
European Workshop. Thanks for many individuals who helped making it a successful conference including 



many of you who presented or authored papers and those who attended the conference. I would like here to 
express many thanks to our local arrangement chair, Veysi Isler, from Middle East Technical University, 
Ankara, Turkey who has put enormous efforts to make it a successful conference; in particular his efforts in 
securing grants that helped to defray the expenses, his assurance of the printing of four volume proceedings 
and the CD in a record time,  and his work in negotiation the contract with the hotel. Others who helped with 
me to negotiate the contract details with the hotel are DJ Weed, our Executive Director, and Tuncer Ören, the 
honorary chair of the Istanbul Conference. The four of us, Veysi, Tuncer, DJ and I worked as a strong team in 
negotiating a final deal with the hotel management. I should acknowledge that at the end the hotel 
management was cooperative with us.  
 

Preparations for 2009 Huntsville Simulation Conference, HSC 2009, are underway and as usual we expect a 
successful conference. This conference is an example of how a regional conference can help the society. Also, 
the leading work of Joe Gauthier is highly appreciated as the success of the conference is due mainly to his 
own efforts and many those of other outstanding SCS members in the Alabama Modeling and Simulation 
Council (AMSC) . To know more about HSC 2009; see: http://www.scs.org/confernc/hsc/hsc09/hsc09.htm 
 
The Power Plant Sim 2010 Conference will be held at the Hilton - Mission Valley in San Diego in the period, 
February 21-26, 2010 and preparations are underway. This is a steady conference with two main themes: 
fossil power plant simulation and nuclear power plant simulation. For more info and to submit a paper; see:  
http://www.scs.org/confernc/powerplantsim/powerplantsim10/cfp/powerplantsim. 
 
 SpringSim 2010 will be co-located with SISO Spring Simulation Interoperability Workshop (SIW) in Orlando, 

Florida in the period April 11-15, 2010.  The CFPs is out and publicity has already started. SpringSim 2010 

consists of nine symposia and one poster track and we expect to have a successful conference. If you want to 

submit a paper to any of SpringSim 2010 symposia, please see: 

http://www.scs.org/confernc/springsim/springsim10/springsim10.htm. 

As for SummerSim 2010, it will be held in Ottawa, Canada in the period July 11-14, 2010.  It consists of three 
symposia/conferences: SPECTS 2010, SCSC 2010 and GC 2010. SCS and SISO have agreed to co-locate in 
Ottawa. The CFPs of SummerSim 2010 has been posted. For more details and to submit a paper to any of the 
SummerSim symposia; see: 
http://www.scs.org/confernc/summersim/summersim10/cfp/summersim10.htm 
 
We continue to be one of the sponsors of the Winter Simulation Conference (WSC), and WSC 2009 will be held 
in the period December 13-16, 2009 in Austin, Texas.  
 
We also continue to be one of the sponsors of the American Control Conference (ACC), and ACC 2010  will  
be held in the period June 30 - July 2, 2010 in Austin, Texas.  
 
Our VP for Conferences, Hamid Vakilzadian is working very hard at communicating with the organizers of the 

conferences, making decisions on locations, and building a uniform structure.  He already formed an advisory 

panel to look into the current structure of our conferences and devise ways to make them more uniform and 

appealing to authors and attendees.  

On the publication front, our Simulation (SIM) journal is progressing very well. Recent Impact Factor (IF) 

results have indicated that Simulation’s impact factor has moved from 0.404 last year to 0.783 with an 

increase of 93% from previous year’s results, which is an excellent news.  Many thanks to Helen Karatza and 

Pieter Mosterman for their outstanding work as this result reflects the performance of SIM for the previous 

two years (2007 and 2008) when they were EiC. Of course, the current editors, Levent Yilmaz (current EiC) 

and Gabriel Wainer (SIs Editor) have done a great job at filling the pipeline and getting issues on time.  

Our Journal of Defense Modeling and Simulation (JDMS) is moving on the right track. Sage has agreed to 
publish it. Its current EiC, Jerry Couretas, has done a great job as an EiC. We are working with Sage to create 



an archive for previous issues of JDMS so that these previous JDMS issues will be accessible to subscribers 
online. JDMS will be available from SAGE during 2009 as an online-only publication. From 2010 on the journal 
will be sold in both print and online alongside SIMULATION and this will achieve an unprecedented visibility 
for JDMS. In order to celebrate JDMS choosing SAGE as its publishing partner, the journal will be free to access 
online for the rest of 2009. For more information on JDMS and to gain free access to the journal and 
information on how to submit to the journal, please see: http://dms.sagepub.com/ or contact its EiC; Jerry 
Couretas, at: jerry.m.couretas@lmco.com. 
 
In order to cut the turnaround time for papers submitted to our journals, we plan to add new Editorial Board 
(EB) members for both the SIM and JDMS journals. If you feel that you are qualified to be an EB member or a 
reviewer, please send your CV to the Editors-in-Chief with copy to VP for Publications. 
 
The Modeling and Simulating Magazine ceased to be issued in 2005. We are working very hard to start re-

issuing it soon. Our VP for Publications has already started working on creating an effective Editorial Board 

for it. He already appointed Lou Birta and Azzedine Boukerche to be the EiC and Associate EiC of the 

magazine, respectively. Work is in progress to appoint the Editorial Board. If you like to be involved in this, 

please send your CV to the VP for Publications.    

The SCS Newsletter ceased to be issued long ago. We will reverse this and as you see, we just issued the first 

issue after a long absence. We already appointed Francesco Longo to be the Editor-in-Chief of the News Letter 

and Mhamed Itmi and Tuncer Ören are the Associate Editors.  A distinguished international Editorial Board 

has been appointed for the News Letter.  

Our recent news, recent activities, success stories,  lessons to  be learned, awards,  conference 

announcements, call for senior member applications, conference deadlines, CFPs for special issues of our 

journals, to mention some, will be included in the SCS Newsletter. All member organizations of M&SNet and 

MISS Centers will be able to report their activities. Regional and topical representatives are also being 

appointed.  Please contact its EiC (f.longo@unical.it) with copy to VP Publications 

(oren.tuncer@sympatico.ca) and Associate Editor-in-Chief (Mhamed.Itmi@insa-rouen.fr) if you want to help 

in this matter.  

The new administration is committed to plan for our conferences ahead of time. In addition, we see that our 

co-location with SISO is strategically important for SCS and SISO; it also helps to cut expenses for both 

organizations while providing better services to the members of both SCS and SISO. To this end, we are 

working on an agreeable MoU between SCS and SISO that covers ways of cooperation including co-locating 

our conferences.  

To this end, we already decided in on the location of SpringSim2011 which will be co-located with SISO 

Spring SIW Workshop in Boston. As for SummerSim 2011, we already received proposals to host it and the 

proposals are being evaluated by the Conference Board and Key Organizers of SummerSim. 

One of the top priorities that we list is improving our membership services. Our recent election has showed 

that we have loyal members who care about their society. The election has also recruited many new SCS 

members. We need to build on this momentum and make sure that these new members are retained by 

offering them adequate service and by being responsive to their requests. Of course, we have to work 

aggressively at adding new members.  

During the past three years, we have not elevated any SCS member to the senior grade. This will change and 

we will encourage all qualified regular SCS members to apply for this distinguished grade. For more info on 

this, contact our VP membership, Sevi Sevillano at:  sevi@atc.us.es.   



The interest in establishing Student Chapters is also increasing and we are negotiating the establishment of 

new Student Chapters. Our VP for Membership, Sevi Sevillano, has already formed the membership board. If 

you want to help in membership services, please send a message to Sevi Sevillano. If you want to start a 

student chapter, please contact Tuncer Ören, AVP for Student Chapters and Sevi Sevillano, VP for 

Membership.  

SCS is the only international society that is dedicated to Modeling and Simulation; therefore, we have to lead 
efforts in education in M&S.  SCS will lead and support initiatives that aim at creating a standard curriculum 
for the undergraduate and graduate degrees in M&S. To this end, we are going to organize a workshop at the 
SummerSim 2010 that will address experiences from successfully established programs and have new ideas 
in this area from leading M&S educators.  
 
SCS will continue to: 
(a) utilize our distinguished lecturer program to serve student and technical chapters, and  
(b) be involved in professional certification in M&S.  
 
If you are interested in being active in these education activities and future ones being planned, such as 
curriculum models and accreditation criteria, please contact our VP for Education, Helena Szczerbicka at: 
hsz@sim.uni-hannover.de. 
 
SCS is also seeking individuals to assist in a number of areas and on all of our committees.  Specifically, we are 
looking for someone interested in heading up grant proposals in order to secure grants from organizations 
such as NSF and EU/TEMPUS and someone interested in heading up SCS standards activities.  If you are 
interested in any of these positions, please contact the appropriate VP or send me a message at: 
obaidat@monmouth.edu. 
 
SCS is your Society, so please take an active role in its activities. SCS needs all of its members in submitting 
papers to its conferences and journals, and serving as reviewers, program committee members, associate 
editors, and conference organizers.  
 
All of our SCS services are equally important. Whether you are involved in conferences, publications, MISS 
Centers, M&SNet, distinguished lectureship program, committee services, student chapters, or any of the 
other services and activities of the Society, you and what you do are crucial for the success of the Society. And 
as a society we can be successful, if your involvement in our activities or using our products and services can 
add to your individual success. 
 
SCS provides an excellent platform for cooperation for member organizations of M&SNet and MISS Centers. 
The number of SCS members within each member organization of M&SNet as well as each MISS Center as 
well as their dedication in joining forces within SCS activities would be a good indicator of our cohesion and 
the quality of our mutually beneficial symbiosis. Membership categories and how to become member of SCS 
can be found at: http://www.scs.org/Membership_Info.cfm. 
 
We definitely love to hear from all of you, so please keep up the good work and stay in touch! 
 
Kindest regards. 
 
Mohammad S. Obaidat 
President, Society for Modeling and Simulation International, SCS 
www.scs.org 
 
October 22, 2009 
 


