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Overview 

 
Recognizing the contribution of modeling and simulation (M&S) technology to the 
security and prosperity of the United States, and recognizing modeling 
and simulation as a National Critical Technology. 
 

Abbreviated Section by Section 
 

1) A history of M&S contributions to the U.S. 
2) Findings that identify some of the challenges to modeling and simulation innovation, such as levels of 
STEM education and ambiguous intellectual property rights 
3) A resolved clause that: 

(1) commends those who have contributed to modeling and simulation efforts  
(2) urges that science, technology, engineering, and mathematics remain key disciplines in education; 
(3) encourages the expansion of M&S as a tool and subject within higher education; 
(4) recognizes modeling and simulation as a National Critical Technology; 
(5) affirms the need to study the national economic impact of M&S; 
(6) supports the development of separate classification for M&S occupations; and 
(7) encourages the protection of intellectual property of M&S enterprises. 

  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q. What is the need for this resolution? 
A.  Although M&S contributions date back to World War II, the M&S industry is still relatively new and there 
are roles policy makers and the government ought to fill so the technology can further benefit our country.  
This resolution encourages these efforts, such as funding science, math, engineering and technology (STEM) 
education, clarifying classification of M&S technology and occupations, and recognizing that this is an 
industry we should have a domestic capability that does not need to rely on international partners. 
 
Q. What does the term “National Critical Technology” mean? 
A.   “A National Critical Technology” is simply a term used in the 1990 Defense Authorization Act, PL 101-
189, when Congress asked the executive branch to develop a list of “technologies most essential to develop in order to 
ensure long-term national security and economic prosperity for the United States.” Because Modeling and Simulation helps 
ensure both 1) national security and 2) economic prosperity, as demonstrated by its historic contributions, the 
time is overdue for Congress to declare M&S as a National Critical Technology.   
 
Q. Where did this idea come from? 
A. For the last two years, the Modeling and Simulation Caucus in conjunction with the National Training and 
Simulation Association have hosted a M&S Leadership Summit in Virginia, where Members of the Caucus, 
industry leaders, and representatives from government and academia discussed public policy relating to M&S.  
The proposal for this resolution was a result of the M&S Leadership Summit.  
 
 If your Member of Congress is interested in joining the M&S Caucus, please contact Ryan Kaldahl at (202) 
225-6365, or ryan.kaldahl@mail.house.gov  

 


