
The Society for Modeling & Simulation 
International (SCS) was established in 
1952 and is the premier technical Society 
dedicated to advancing the use of 
modeling & simulation to solve real-world 
problems; devoted to the advancement 
of simulation and allied computer arts in 
all fields; and committed to facilitating 
communication among professionals in 
the field of simulation.

SCS is managed by a Board of Directors 
(BoD), the Executive Director and a 
President’s Council. The president and 
president-elect of the Board are elected 
by the members of the society. The 
president appoints the four vice-presidents 
representing the four major operational 
areas of the society: membership, 
publications, conferences and education. 
The president also appoints a secretary 
and a treasurer. In addition to the elected 

and appointed positions, the Executive 
Committee includes the immediate past 
president and the executive director. 
The Board of Directors encompasses 
the Executive Committee and a group of 
Directors at Large.

THE RESULTS OF THE 2014 
ELECTION ARE:

PRESIDENT-ELECT:

Lin Zhang 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE:

Andreas Tolk 

Helena Szczerbicka 

Gabriel Wainer 

Congratulations to our new Board 
Members!
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News and Development in M&S

MODELING THE ORIGIN OF THE CURRENT 
EBOLA VIRUS OUTBREAK IN WEST AFRICA

Epidemiological modeling of the spread of Ebola virus from 
person to person was mentioned in the May issue of the 
newsletter. Now, a paper by Dudas & Rambaut from the 
University of Edinburgh’s Institute of Evolutionary Biology, 
uses Bayesian statistical methods to analyze several 
alternative scenarios of its deeper origin. Bayesian statistics 
asks the question – how likely is this hypothesis in the light 
of this evidence? In the context of modeling evolution and 
spread of viruses, that question becomes – how likely is this 
model scenario in the light of these virus genome sequences 
collected in the course of the present and previous 
epidemics?

Dudas & Rambaut simulate a series of viral evolutionary 
histories which vary the molecular “clock-speed” of the 
virus and the pattern of divergence events in that history, 
where one lineage splits into two, and then use the Bayesian 
statistical packages BEAST and MrBayes to compare their 
likelihoods given the current hard molecular evidence. They 
discover that one of the initial conclusions of analysis of the 
current outbreak, that the strain involved has been present 
in Guinea undetected for a considerable number of decades, 
probably in a natural “reservoir” in bats, is less probable 
that a model in which the virus arrived from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in the time-window 2000-2006, 
presumably through migration of humans.

Biology is complex and frequently presents us with large 
gaps in the data. Dudas & Rambaut’s paper provides an 
interesting case-study in how computer simulation can 
enable us to draw out the most probable conclusions from 
the limited data we have. Often biological data is insufficient 
to deduce a definite answer, but using computer simulation 
we can nevertheless make educated choices among rival 
models. 
 
Dudas G, Rambaut A. Phylogenetic Analysis of Guinea 2014 
EBOV Ebolavirus Outbreak. PLOS Currents Outbreaks. 2014 
May 2. Edition 1. doi: 10.1371/currents.outbreaks.84eefe5ce
43ec9dc0bf0670f7b8b417d 

Gatherer D. The 2014 Ebola virus disease outbreak in west 
Africa. J Gen Virol. 2014 May 2. doi: 
10.1099/vir.0.067199-0. [Epub ahead of print]

Baize S et al. Emergence of Zaire Ebola Virus Disease in 
Guinea - Preliminary Report.

N Engl J Med. 2014 Apr 16. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/

pubmed/24738640 [Epub ahead of print]

-This news item is contributed by Derek Gatherer.

Upcoming SCS Conferences

***BECOME A SCS MEMBER AND GET 
DISCOUNTED RATES ON ALL OF OUR 
CONFERENCES***

2014 SUMMER SIMULATION MULTI-CONFERENCE 
(SUMMERSIM’14)
July 6-10, 2014  |  The Hyatt Regency Monterey, Monterey, CA, USA

The Summer Simulation Conference 2014 (SummerSim’14) is SCS’s 
premier international conference in cooperation with ACM SIGSIM. 
The conference focuses on modeling and simulation, tools, theory, 
methodologies and applications and provides a forum for the latest 
R&D results in academia and industry. This year’s focus is on hybrid, 
discrete and continuous systems, and advanced modern applications 
thereof. We encourage you to take this opportunity to experience the 
tutorials, tracks, and workshops that will be available. 

For additional information, please visit http://
duniptechnologies.com/summersim14/.

2015 POWERPLANT SIMULATION 
CONFERENCE 
January 26-28, 2015

Omni Jacksonville Hotel, Jacksonsville, Florida, USA

2015 SPRING SIMULATION MULTICONFERENCE
April 12-15, 2015

Westin Alexandria, Alexandria, Virginia, USA

 
2015 SUMMER SIMULATION MULTICONFERENCE
July 26-July 29, 2015

Palmer House Hilton, Chicago, Illinois, USA

2014 ASIASIM CONFERENCE 

October 26 – 30, 2014  |  Kitakyushu, Japan

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24738640
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24738640
http://duniptechnologies.com/summersim14/
http://duniptechnologies.com/summersim14/
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The 14th Asia Simulation Conference 2014 AsiaSim 
Conference & The 33rd JSST Annual Conference: 
International Conference on Simulation Technology

The AsiaSim conference is an annual international conference that 
started in 1999, and has primarily been organized by the three Asian 
simulation societies, Chinese Association for System Simulation 
(CASS), Japanese Society for Simulation Technology (JSST), and 
Korea Society for Simulation (KSS). In 2011, the Federation of 
Asia Simulation Societies (ASIASIM) was set up to promote the 
advancement of modeling and simulation in industry, research and 
development in Asia and beyond.

International Conference on Simulation Technology (JSST 2014), 
which is annually organized by Japan Society for Simulation 
Technology (JSST), will be held to disseminate progress in the state-
of-the-art of simulation methods and report their applications in 
natural and social sciences.

This event is to bring together outstanding researchers in modeling, 
simulation and scientific computing areas to share their expertise and 
experience.

Important Dates

* Submission Deadline: May 1, 2014

* Notification of Acceptance: June 15, 2014

* Camera-Ready manuscript submission: July 15, 2014 

-This news item is contributed by Bohu Li. 

Conferences

INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY MODELING 
& SIMULATION MULTICONFERENCE (I3M 2014)
4th International Conference on Simulation and Modeling 
Methodologies, Technologies and Applications

September 10-12 2014 | Bordeaux, France

The 11th edition of the I3M 2014 will be held at the Agora 
Conference Center, University of Bordeaux, Bordeaux, 
France renovating the opportunity to have an International 
Multiconference involving the different topics related to 
Modelling & Simulation.

This year the I3M 2014 Multiconference includes:

• The European Modelling & Simulation Symposium 
•  The International Conference on Harbour, Maritime & 

Multimodal Logistics M&S 
•  The International Conference on Modelling & Applied 

Simulation
•  The International Workshop on Innovative Simulation for 

Health Care

•  The International Workshop on Simulation for Energy, 
Sustainable Development & Environment

• McLeod Workshop
• Modeling & Simulation Network Workshop
• New Simulation Project Workshop

For additional information, please visit www.msc-les.org/conf/
i3m2014. 

-This news item is contributed by Francesco Longo.

http://www.msc-les.org/conf/i3m2014/index.htm
http://www.u-bordeaux1.fr/entreprise/prestations-de-service/organisation-de-manifestations/agora.html
http://www.u-bordeaux1.fr/entreprise/prestations-de-service/organisation-de-manifestations/agora.html
www.msc-les.org/conf/i3m2014
www.msc-les.org/conf/i3m2014

