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TRIBUTE TO FRANKLIN GRANGE

Bernard P. Zeigler, SCS Fellow

This is a brief tribute to Franklin Grange who died recently. Frank was a dear friend and comrade-in-
arms in the effort to bring a sound foundation to modeling and simulation (M&S). 

Dr. Franklin Grange earned his B.S. in Chemical and Petroleum Refining Engineering from the 
Colorado School of Mines, and both M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Mineral Economics and Operations 
Research from the Colorado School of Mines. With nearly 40 years of experience in optimization, 
simulation and systems engineering in both defense and commercial domains, Frank applied 
M&S and optimization to a multitude of diverse enterprises including missile defense, launch 
systems, space systems, communications, intelligence, nuclear force structuring, supply chain, 
semiconductors, robotics, financial services and information technology (IT).  

Frank had extensive experience in modeling and simulation in Ballistic Missile Defense. As one of 
the original Martin Marietta developers of the Missile Defense Agency’s Missile Defense Integration 
and Operations Center (MDIOC), he was project manager and architect for the first distributed 
simulation-based, interactive war gaming system for the Strategic Defense Initiative Organization 
(SDIO). I fondly recall working with Frank in the 1980s as he conceived the application of Multifaceted 
Modeling to Ballistic Missile Defense problems. He was then with Martin Marietta (which later was 
merged to today’s Lockheed Martin.) As an Associate Partner at Accenture, he built and directed 
a global practice of 40 M&S professionals completing several hundred simulation engagements for 
government and commercial clients. He has also served in Chief Information Officer, Chief Scientist 
and Information Technology executive roles for notable technology companies.  In recent years, he 
has been developing extensible architecture concepts promoting affordable, flexible composability 
and reducing the lead times and costs of test events. 

Despite his battle with cancer, Frank continued working as he could until the very end as the Chief 
Scientist at ISSAC Corp.  He was heavily involved with significant advancements in power-grid 
modeling and control for the Navy, statistically relevant simulation of complex Systems of Systems, 
and knowledge creation and exploitation for multiple healthcare venues including genome data 
analytics. Frank constantly pushed envelopes and brought to bear a formidable mind against any and 
every problem, regardless of the domain.

All of Franklin Grange’s colleagues will forever treasure his friendship and leadership.  We definitely 
lost a great friend, great mentor and brilliant mind.  We are sad beyond words.



Conferences

POWER PLANT SIMULATION CONFERENCE 2016

February 1-3, 2016
Holiday Inn Riverwalk Hotel; San Antonio, TX
Topic Submissions due: December 4, 2015

The 2016 Power Plant Simulation Conference (PowerPlantSim’16) is 
an annual conference sponsored by The Society for Modeling and 
Simulation International. This conference focuses on the special needs 
of the nuclear and fossil power plant simulation community and includes 
presentations by technology and industry leaders, technical sessions, 
panel and roundtable discussions, and vendor exhibits. The primary 
goal of the conference is to promote open exchange of simulator related 
information between all attendees.

Who should attend?
All individuals associated with the maintenance, management, training, 
regulation, or application of nuclear and fossil power plant simulators 
are encouraged to attend and/or participate by submitting original 
presentations. 

Topics of interest include but are not limited to:
• Simulator Training Technology

• New Simulator Technology

• Virtual Simulator Technology

• Emulated Simulator Technology

• Stimulated Simulator Technology

• Other suggestions? (contact the Track Chair)

Utility presentations and vendors co-presenting with utility presentations 
will be given first priority. All submittals will be reviewed and considered.

Visit http://scs.org/powerplant for more information

SPRING SIMULATION MULTI-CONFERENCE 2016

**Abstract Deadine Extended to Nov 2!** 

April 3-6, 2016
The Westin Pasadena; Pasadena, CA, USA
Click here for hotel reservations at our discounted group rate!

CALL FOR PAPERS 
The 2016 Spring Simulation Multi-Conference (SpringSim’16) is an 
annual conference sponsored by SCS which covers state-of-the-
art developments in computer simulation technologies, as well as 
scientific, industrial, and business applications. Areas covered include 
high-performance computing technologies, models and algorithms, 
GUI visualization technologies, communications and much more. 
Application disciplines covered include advanced telecommunication; 
computer systems; aviation and aerospace; environment; energy; and 
other industries. The conference includes keynote speeches presented 
by technology and industry leaders, technical sessions, professional 
development tutorials and seminars, as well as vendor exhibits. 
Scientists, engineers, managers, educators, and business professionals 
who develop or use computer simulation methodologies and tools are 
invited to participate and present original papers. Proposals are solicited 
for papers, posters, panels, tutorials, workshops, seminars, exhibits, 
social activities and for other presentation, discussion and sponsorship 
formats. People are always welcome to benefit by taking an organizing 
role. SpringSim’16 offers many ways to promote simulation products 
and to enhance corporate images. You are invited to use the Spring 
Simulation Multi-Conference in ways that best serve your needs.

222

News from SCS Networks

WHY IS AMERICA’S WEATHER MODEL FALLING 
SHORT OF EUROPE’S?

The uncertainty of Hurricane Joaquin stirs up underlying 
problems

Lindsey Kratochwill
Popular Science

http://www.popsci.com/why-are-americas-weather-models-falling-
short?dom=tw&src=SOC

 A GFS model forecast, NOAA

When comparing the United States’ weather models with Europe’s, the 
U.S. tends to come up short. Take Hurricane Joaquin. The U.S. models 
initially predicted the storm was headed for various locations along the 
East Coast, while the European model predicted a sharp turn eastward. 
And as we roll into the weekend, it looks as though the Europeans were 
right.

It’s not the first time. If you google “European vs American weather 
model” you’ll see what I mean. Back in 2013, a lack of snow when 
there was supposed to be a big storm led National Geographic to ask 
“Why Are Europeans Better at Predicting Weather?”

And a 2015 non-blizzard had The New York Times explaining “Blizzard 
Questions, Including Why a European Weather Model (Usually) 
Excels at U.S. Forecasts.” And of course, there was Hurricane Sandy, 
in which the European model correctly predicted a turn toward the East 
Coast, as Scientific American notes in their post asking “Are Europeans 
Better than Americans at Forecasting Storms?”

So in recent years at least, the answer to that last question is generally, 
“yes.” The European weather model has beat out the United States’ 
Global Forecasting System (GFS) in numerous situations. And now 
we may know why...

According to The New York Times, even though NOAA upgraded the 
GFS modeling system in January 2015, its higher-resolution still lacked 
the ability to compete with the European model.

That’s because just gaining more computing power won’t solve the 
underlying data problems the GFS faces. “The problems run deeper, all 
the way down to the description and modeling of the basic physics of 
radiation, clouds, precipitation and turbulence,” The New York Times 
reports. Here’s hoping it will get better with time.
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SpringSim’16 Keynotes:

Paul Fishwick, University of Texas at Dallas
“Modeling: Toward a Discipline”

Peter Haas, IBM Almaden Research Center
“Information Management and Simulation: Innovation at the Interface”

Stephen D. Wall, Jet Propulsion Laboratory
“Model-Based Space Exploration”
 
Visit the conference website for complete details, including full CFPs for 
all symposia and how to submit a paper. The following will take place at 
SpringSim 2016:

• Annual Simulation Symposium (ANSS) 

• Agent-Directed Simulation (ADS)

• Communications and Networking Symposium (CNS)

• High Performance Computing Symposium (HPC)

• Symposium on Theory of Modeling & Simulation (TMS/DEVS)

• Modeling and Simulation in Medicine (MSM)

• Modeling and Simulation of Complexity in Intelligent, Adaptive  
 and Autonomous Systems (MSCIAAS)

• Student Modeling & Simulation Mobile App Competition

• Simulation for Planetary Space Exploration

• Posters & Student Colloquium

• Work in Progress (WIP)

• Tutorial Track

• Vendor Track

KEY DATES AND DEADLINES:
Abstract Submission: Nov. 2, 2015 *DEADLINE EXTENDED*

Abstract Feedback: Nov. 10, 2015

Full Paper Submission: Dec. 15, 2015

Notification of Acceptance: Jan. 31, 2016

Camera-Ready Paper: Feb. 29, 2016


