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News from SCS Network
AN UPDATE ON THE SIMULATION JOURNAL LEADERSHIP TEAM

The term of Dr. Levent Yilmaz as the Editor-in-Chief (EiC) of the Simulation journal ended on 
April 30.  Even though he resigned in June 2015 to take his new leadership position at Auburn, 
he stayed as EiC for about seven months to allow a well-qualified candidate to be identified and 
to take his position.  At my request, Dr. Yilmaz stayed on almost three months longer to make 
sure the transition process for the new EiC was a smooth one.  

The success of Simulation today is due to Dr. Yilmaz’s past eight years of hard work as the EiC 
of the Simulation journal. Before he took over editorship, monthly publication of the journal was 
several months behind, the size of the papers and number of pages were small, and the journal 
hadn’t even been indexed to have an impact factor!  The acceptance/rejection notifications were 
late, even after multiple inquiries.  Correcting the process required a lot of dedication and hard 
work, a challenge that Dr. Yilmaz graciously accepted.  Today, Simulation is published on a timely 
basis with more papers than in previously published issues, has a sizeable backlog of papers for 
future issues, is indexed with an impact factor of over 0.8 and improving, and is one of the top 
academic journals in the area of modeling and simulation. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Publication Committee of SCS, I sincerely thank Dr. Yilmaz for his 
service to the society and wish him all the best in his future responsibilities.  

Dr. Yilmaz will be succeeded by Dr. Mikel Petty, a well-qualified colleague from the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville.  Dr. Petty was unanimously recommended by the SCS Publication Advisory 
Board, comprised of SCS members Drs. Francis Cellier, Mohammad Obaidat, Tuncer Oren, Bernie 
Zeigler, and Helen Karatza, and later approved by the SCS Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors to take over the editorship of Simulation.  

I am pleased to welcome Dr. Petty as EiC and look forward to working with him and his team to 
move the Simulation journal forward with the goal of further improving the quality of the submitted 
and accepted papers, resulting in an increased impact factor, which is so important from the 
academic community point of view. I hope our new leadership will meet the demands of our 
membership in publishing high quality papers on a timely basis, as well as increase the reputation 
and visibility of our journals. 

Sincerely,

Hamid Vakilzadian, Ph.D.
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
SCS, VP Publication     
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THANK YOU, DR. LEVENT YILMAZ!

With sincere respect and heartfelt gratitude, it is a pleasure to add my 
congratulations and thanks to those offered by Dr. Vakilzadian to the 
outgoing Editor-in-Chief of SIMULATION, Dr. Levent Yilmaz of Auburn 
University.

I served the journal as an Associate Editor throughout the period of 
Dr. Yilmaz’s term as Editor-in-Chief, and I had many opportunities to 
interact with him in that role.  From my perspective, his decisions as 
Editor-in-Chief were prompt and fair, his management of the journal’s 
editors was effective, and his judgment regarding the scope and 
mission of the journal was well-considered and accurate.  During the 
period of his leadership I could see a consistent and commendable 
improvement in the quality, in both relevance and rigor, of the articles 
published in the journal.

Dr. Yilmaz has set the bar high, and I must confess to a bit of 
apprehension to be succeeding such a capable and successful Editor-
in-Chief.  I will depend and build on the solid foundation he has laid as I 
work to continue the journal’s growth and advancement.

Sincerely,

Mikel D. Petty, Ph.D.
University of Alabama in Huntsville
Editor-in-Chief, SIMULATION: Transactions of the Society for Modeling 
and Simulation International

2016 SCS ELECTION

The annual SCS Board of Directors Election is scheduled to take place 
from June 1 through June 29, 2016. Active SCS members are eligible 
to vote in the election. If you are not currently a member and would like 
to vote, please click here to become a Member of SCS.

If you are an active member of SCS and have a new email address 
or aren’t sure if your contact information is current, please click here 
to update your profile in addition to sending a message with your 
preferred email address to scs@scs.org. We will need your current 
email in order for you to receive an election ballot.

For this year’s election, the membership will be voting for one President-
Elect as well as three Directors at Large. Please visit www.scs.org to 
see bios and position statements for all the candidates:

PRESIDENT-ELECT CANDIDATE:

Björn Johansson

DIRECTOR AT LARGE CANDIDATES:

New this year, in addition to voting on these positions, the membership 
is also being asked to vote on some SCS Bylaw amendments. The 
proposed bylaw changes affect the following sections of the bylaws:

Section 3: Membership
Section 4: Grades
Section 6: Awards and Recognitions

To see the Proposed Amended SCS Bylaw Document and the Original 
SCS Bylaw Document, go to www.scs.org

If you have any questions, please contact scs@scs.org.

OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY ACHIEVES 
THE WORLD’S FIRST M&S PROGRAM 
ABET ACCREDITATION

The first engineering undergraduate program in modeling and simulation 
(M&S) received notification of successful accreditation from the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET). ABET 
is a nonprofit, non-governmental, internationally known organization 
that accredits over 3,100 programs at more than 670 colleges and 
universities in 24 countries in the disciplines of applied science, 
computing, engineering, and engineering technology.

This accreditation is an important recognition of engineering programs 
that work towards student attainment of learning outcomes that 
conform to engineering disciplines and have a process for measuring 
attainment and continuous improvement. There are eight general 
criteria to be satisfied that include student outcomes, educational 
objectives, curriculum, facilities and faculty. Additionally, there may be 
program-specific requirements depending on the particular discipline. 
The modeling and simulation (M&S) engineering (M&SE) program at Old 
Dominion University satisfies the program criteria for general engineering 
in the ABET Engineering Accreditation Commission (EAC) and declares 
detailed discipline-specific student outcomes to ensure unambiguous 
definition of a pioneering program in order to set a standard that can be 
utilized as a template for future up-and-coming M&SE programs.

ABET accreditation provides assurance that a college or university 
program meets the quality standards established by the profession 
for which the program prepares its students. However, since no M&S 
professional society has taken the reins as yet to approve and sponsor 
a set of discipline-specific criteria within ABET, ODU’s Modeling, 
Simulation and Visualization Engineering (MSVE) Department faculty 
developed these criteria for the Bachelor of Science in M&SE program. 
After careful consideration of desired capabilities and capabilities already 
contained within the ABET general engineering student outcomes, the 
MSVE faculty developed the three M&SE program specific outcomes 
identified below.

1. An ability to model systems across different domains

2.  An ability to design and develop appropriate simulation 
solutions

3.  An ability to apply visualization techniques to support the 
simulation process

Andrew Collins

Saikou Diallo

Ralph Huntsinger

Mike McGinnis

https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=scs&cart=0&shopsearch=&shopsearchCat=Membership&productCat=
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=SCS&WebCode=MyInfo
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=SCS&WebCode=MyInfo
mailto:scs%40scs.org?subject=
http://www.scs.org
http://www.scs.org
mailto:scs%40scs.org?subject=
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The attainment of these newly established outcomes are measured 
against a rubric created for each outcome using student learning 
measures such as homework, reports, test questions, etc. Measures 
that are directly attributable to learning a particular outcome are 
assessed by the course instructor utilizing the rubric as to whether 
the work was in the (1) Unacceptable, (2) Marginal, (3) Good, or (4) 
Excellent category. Then, the results for all students in the class (and 
likely other classes) were averaged to determine a Student Outcome 
Category Average (SOCA) score. Our target for all outcomes was 
to have a SOCA quantified score of 3.2 out of 4.0 with an average 
of 75% of students in the Good or Excellent range over all courses 
assessed for a particular outcome, which are reasonably high 
standards.

2016 SUMMER SIMULATION MULTI-CONFERENCE 
(SUMMERSIM’16)
July 24-27, 2016
Palais des congres de Montreal 
(Montreal Convention Ctr); Montreal, Canada

http://scs.org/summersim
The Summer Simulation Multi-Conference 2016 (SummerSim’16) is a 
combination of the Summer Computer Simulation Conference (SCSC), 
the International Symposium on Performance Evaluation of Computer 
and Telecommunications Systems (SPECTS), and International Confer-
ence on Bond Graph Modeling and Simulation (ICBGM). SummerSim 
is SCS’s premier international conference in cooperation with ACM 
SIGSIM. The conference focuses on modeling and simulation, tools, 
theory, methodologies and applications and provides a forum for the 
latest R&D results in academia and industry. This year’s focus is on the 
Role of Simulation Tools, Methodologies and Technologies in Scalable 
and Interoperable Cyber-Physical Systems and Interdisciplinary Issues 
for a Connected Word.

SummerSim’16 includes the following events:

• International Conference on Bond Graph Modeling (ICBGM 2016)
•  International Symposium on Performance Evaluation of Computer 

Telecommunication Systems (SPECTS 2016)
• 48th Summer Computer Simulation Conference (SCSC 2016)
• Tutorial Track
• Student Colloquium

For more information on SummerSim’16, including how to register, 
please visit http://scs.org/summersim

ASIASIM/SCS AUTUMNSIM 2016
October 8-11, 2016
China National Convention Center; Beijing, China

 Submission of Full Papers Deadline Extended to May 31, 2016

Aims and Scope
The 2016 International Simulation Multi-Conference is a joint 
conference of the 16th Asia Simulation Conference and the 2016 
Autumn Simulation Multi-Conference (AsiaSim / SCS AutumnSim 
2016). The Asia Simulation Conference (AsiaSim) is an annual 
international conference started in 1999. In 2011, the Federation of 
Asian Simulation Societies (ASIASIM) was set up and the AsiaSim 

Upcoming Conferences

Modeling and simulation is now becoming a recognized discipline with 
a broad engineering appeal that can be harnessed to find creative 
solutions to a wide variety of problems. M&S is a discipline focused 
on advancing and using the theories and practices of selecting 
appropriate modeling techniques, creating associated models, 
executing models dynamically over time, utilizing visualizations for 
verification and validation (V&V), and evaluating a range of possible 
solutions through analytical techniques. Underlying the techniques and 
tools is a foundation in mathematical and statistical theories. Such 
theories bridge the gap between science and engineering and enable 
the exploration of solution spaces for problems that may be too 
complex, too costly, or too dangerous to explore by utilizing the real 
systems themselves. 

became an annual conference of ASIASIM. The SCS Autumn 
Simulation Multi-Conference (AutumnSim) is one of the premier 
conferences of the Society for Modeling & Simulation International 
(SCS), which provides a unique opportunity to learn about emerging 
M&S applications in many thriving fields. The 2016 International 
Simulation Multi-Conference focuses on the theory, methodology, 
tool and application for M&S of complex systems and will provide a 
forum for the latest R&D results in academia and industry. Together 
with the conference, the International Simulation Expo 2016 will be 
held. Topics within the scope of the conference will include, but are 
not limited to:

• M&S theory & methodology 

• Simulators

• M&S of systems of systems (SoS)

• Visualization and Virtual Reality

• High performance computing and simulation

• M&S for Cyber Physical System and IoT

• Verification, Validation and Accreditation

• M&S for intelligent manufacturing

• Simulation language and software 

• M&S for smart city

• Model Engineering for SoS 

• M&S for energy, environment and climate

• Cloud based Simulation

• M&S for health care and medical service

• Simulation and Big Data

• M&S for life and biomedical engineering

• Parallel and distributed simulation

• M&S for brain science

• Agent-based simulation

• M&S for education and training

• Embedded simulation

• M&S for society and economics

• Intelligent and optimization algorithms

• M&S for defense and military

• Intelligent system simulation

• M&S for mobile internet

• SBA/virtual prototyping engineering technology

• M&S for gaming/entertainment/sports

http://scs.org/summersim
http://scs.org/summersim
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Paper Submission and Publication: Please submit full papers 
to the conference website address http://www.asia-scs-
sim2016.org. All submitted papers should be in the form of .pdf 
file with the template of CCIS. This template is available from the 
website. Accepted papers will be published by Springer, in the 
Communications in Computer and Information Science Series 
(CCIS). CCIS is abstracted/indexed in EI, DBLP, Google Scholar, 
Mathematical Reviews, SCImago, and Scopus. Selected papers from 
the conference proceedings will be considered for extension and 
publication in several peer-reviewed SCI/EI journals. Papers will be 
published in the conference proceedings only if at least one of the 
authors is officially registered. Each registration covers one paper. 

Important Dates: 

Deadline for submission of full papers:  May 31, 2016 *EXTENDED*
Notification of acceptance:  June 30, 2016 *EXTENDED*
Deadline for submission of final manuscripts:  July 31, 2016 
*EXTENDED*

For further information, please visit http://www.asia-scs-sim2016.org 
or contact the SCS office (scs@scs.org or 858-277-3888). 

http://www.asia-scs-sim2016.org
http://www.asia-scs-sim2016.org
http://www.asia-scs-sim2016.org
mailto:scs%40scs.org?subject=

